
ESL 640 Spring 1999
Composite sample test 2.
The test will consist of no more than six questions. Here is a collection of questions
which have occurred on past tests.

1. What are the four basic inherent aspectual classes? Give a one-sentence
explanation for each and two examples of each. 

2. Baker has three primary uses of Perfect HAVE. What are these? Illustrate them
and draw Baker-like time diagrams for them.

3. What is the English past harmony rule ("backshifting")? Explain and illustrate.

4. Compare the verbs promise and persuade with respect to the principles by
which English interprets the "understood" subjects of phrases. (One of these verbs is
"exceptional". How is this? In your answer, you will need to state the basic
principles. (5 points)

5. Baker has three primary uses of Perfect HAVE .  Describe these uses in one or
two sentences for each, giving appropriate examples, and draw Baker-like time
diagrams for each. (6 points)

6. Explain the placement of adverbs of the type "always," making sure your
explanation accounts for why He is always on time is possible while *He comes
always on time is ungrammatical. You are not required to draw trees to talk about
this (though you may, if you find it helpful). (5 points) 

7. The simple tenses (simple Present and simple Past) differ with respect to the
possibility of punctual and habitual interpretations. Explain and illustrate.

8. Verbs differ with respect to the time assignments they make with respect to their
infinitival complements. Explain and illustrate. 

9. How does the interpretation of tenses in conditional clauses (including future
conditionals, hypothetical conditionals, and counterfactual conditionals) differ from
the interpretational of tenses in non-conditional sentences. 



Extra Credit: (no points, but my eternal admiration) 
Identify the authors of at least one of these two quotes (different authors).

Labor is prior to and independent of capital. Capital is only the fruit of labor,
could never have existed if  labor had not first existed. Labor is the superior of
capital, and deserves much the higher consideration.

The earth to be spann'd, connected by net-work...  
The oceans to be cross'd, the distant brought near,  
The lands to be welded together.


